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Prof. H. A. Woopruvurr. 


We understand that Prof. Harold A. Woodruff has 
been selected to fill the Chair of Veterinary Pathol- 
ogy at the Melbourne University which was recently 
vacated by Prof. Gilruth. The appointment is a 
matter of wide interest amongst British veterinari- 
ans, who will not regard it with unalloyed pleasure. 
It means the loss to this country of a man who, 
fora dozen years past, has been quietly doing good 
work for the profession at the Camden Town School ; 
and to many of us it also means the loss of a 
personal friend. But despite our regret that Prof. 
Woodruff is leaving us, we shall all join in con- 
gratulating him upon the position he has attained. 
and in wishing him all success and happiness in 
the country of his adoption. He will take up his 
new work under favourable auspices—still a young 
man, with a medical training superadded to his 
veterinary knowledge as an additional help in coping 
with the problems of comparative pathology, and 
with ample knowledge and experience of tutorial 
work here to bring to the development of the Mel- 
bourne School, he goes with an existing record of 
good work already done; and his conduct in the 
successive teaching offices he has held in England 
is the best guarantee that he will be equal to the 
heavier responsibilities awaiting him in Australia. 


Foot-anp-Moutu 


Scattered outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease 
are still being reported, but in nothing like the 
numbers of a few weeks ago. Probably they will 
continue to occur for some little time—a country 
recently so severely infected and constantly exposed 
to the danger of fresh infection from abroad, can 
scarcely expect to make better headway against the 
disease than we are doing. This has been by far 
the most severe visitation of foot-and-mouth disease 
we have had for twenty years. The disastrous 
scattering of infected cattle in the North of Eng- 
gland rendered a heavy total of outbreaks inevitable 
from the start ; and it is very probable that Contin- 
ental infections independent of the first one may 
have accounted for some of the later outbreaks. 
Had our preventive regulations been either insuffi- 
cient or weakly administered, we might well have 
had foot-and-mouth disease in every county in the 


kingdom to-day. As itis, the epidemic is now well 
in hand, and its complete suppression is only a 
question of time and firmness. The latter quality 
is especially important just now, in view of the 
outcry which is being raised from some interested 
quarters against the Board’s restrictions: but we 
have no fear that the Board will relax its precautions 
too soon. 

No doubt in next year’s Reports of the Board of 
Agriculture we shall have a detailed record of the 
whole epidemic of 1912; and a very instructive 
chapter of veterinary epidemiology it will be. Prob- 
ably it will contain many illustrations of two 
truths which are well known to veterinary surgeons, 
but might well be impressed more strongly upon 
the public. One is that we are never safe—and 
probably never shall be—from importing foot-and- 
mouth disease whenever it prevails upon the Con- 
tinent. The other is that our present regulations 
are sufficient to cope with the disease whenever it 
does appear, even with repeated importations of it. 
The Board’s Report of the 1911 visitations contains 
much evidence demonstrating these truths; the 
Report of the present epidemic will contain more. 


SOME FURTHER RESEARCHES ON 
JOHNE’S DISEASE, 


By F. W. Twort, M.B.¢.s,, L.R.0.P. 
-G. L. Y. INGRAM, M.R.C.V.S. 


The Brown Institution, University of London. 


THE PREPARATION OF AN EFFICIENT AND SPECIFIC 
DIAGNOosTIC VACCINE. 


In our last paper (Royal Soc. B. Vol. 84, 1912) 
we discussed various curative and diagnostic vac- 
cines for Johne’s Disease, and pointed out that one 
of our vaccines, prepared by growing Johne's 
bacillus on broth containing 1 per cent. of human 
tubercle bacilli, gave a marked reaction with an 
animal suffering from Johne’s disease plus tuber- 
culosis and with those animals suffering from tuber- 
cular disease only. This and other experiments 
proved that the medium used was unsuitable for 
the preparation of a specific diagnostic vaccine. 
From further experiments we were led to recom- 
mend Bacillus Phiei as the most suitable for the 
preparation of media, and we prepared some vaccines 
on these lines, but the only animal we had the 
opportunity of testing gave a negative reaction,- 
probably due.either to the disease being very far 
advanced or the dose of vaccine being too small, 
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Holth, of Copenhagen, has published results of 
‘some experiments with a vaccine prepared by grow- 
ing Johne's bacillus on a medium containing a 
glycerine extract of the tubercle bacillus. A series 
of calves were inoculated with pure cultures of 
Johne’s bacillus, tested some months later with 
ordinary tuberculin with negative results, and then 
with the special vaccine. They all showed some 
rise of temperature whilst one gave a typical re- 
action. The author does not however give the rise 
of temperature obtained but his result, in an animal 
apparently free from tuberculosis, is interesting, 
but as we have already indicated, to be specific the 
vaccine must be free from tubercle bacilli or their 
extracts. We ourselves have tested a vaccine pre- 
pared from a pure culture of Bacillus Phlei only, as 
also has Bang,® with negative results in animals 
suffering from Johne’s disease. 

We have recently tested a vaccine prepared from 
a nine months old culture of Johne’s bacillus grown 
on ordinary glycerine peptone beef broth containing 
glycerine saline extract of Bacillus Phlei. This was 
first tested on three full grown bovines and on five 
calves about seven months old, and was inoculated 
intravenously in doses varying, according to the size 
of the animal, from 5 to 10 ¢.c. No. 1, a Jersey bull, 
and Nos. 2 and 3 Jersey cows all showed typical 
clinical manifestations of advanced Johne’s disease 
which they had contracted naturally. All these 
animals had several times been tested with ordinary 
diagnostic tuberculin with negative results, Each 
received 10 c.c. of the special vaccine, the tempera- 
ture being normal at the time of inoculation ;— 


No. 1 gave maximum temp. of 105-0°F in 1 hour, 
No. 2 106:1°F in 5 hours. 
No. 3 104:8°Fin4 ,, 


Nos. 2 and 3 developed violent diarrhcea follow- 
ing the inoculation. We consider all these reactions 
positive. 

The five calves, six months before the testing of 
this vaccine, had been inoculated with living cultures 
of Johne’s bacillus isolated from the intestine of a 
calf in which we had produced the disease by the 
inoculation of a pure growth of bacilli. Of these 
five calves Nos, 1 and 2 were injected intravenously, 
Nos. 3 and 4 intraperitoneally, and No. 5 sub- 
cutaneously. Of the special vaccine, calves 2 and 3 
received 3 c.c. and calves 1, 4 and 5 each 5 c.c. 

Calves 2 and 3 showed no rise of temp. in 6 hrs. 

Calf 1 rose to 104°6°F in 3 hours. 

» 1050°Fin6é ,, 

» & showed no rise in ten hours, but twenty- 
four hours after inoculation the temperature was 
105:4F and slowly declined. 

Through an unfortunate error the temperature of 
calves 2 and 3 were not taken after the sixth hour. 

A few days after these tests the five calves were 
killed and post-mortem examination made with the 
following results :— 

Calf No.1. Typical lesions of Johne’s disease 
and bacilli in the intestines and mesenteric glands. 
No tuberculosis. 


* 66de Beretning, etc., p, 41. 


Calf No. 2. Slight lesions of Johne’s disease in 
intestines : several acid-fast bacilli in lesions. No 
tuberculosis. 

Calf No. 3. Typical tubercular bronchial glands, 
No Johne’s disease. 

Calf No. 4. Typical tubercular bronchial glands, 
and Johne’s disease in a moderately advanced stage, 
the bacilli very numerous near ileo-cxecal valve. 

Calf No. 5. Typical tubercular bronchial glands 
and tubercular lesion apex right lung. No macros- 
copic evidence of Johne's disease, but a few bacilli 
found beneath mucous membrane of ileo-czcal valve 
and several in a mesenteric gland. 

Cultures were made from beneath the mucous 
membrane of the intestine of all the cases, and the 
bacilli grew in all except Calf 3. 


GROWTH OF JOHNE’S BACILLUS ON AN ORDINARY 
Lasoratory MeEpium. 


After repeated subculturing, and after living about 
18 months outside the animal body, we succeeded 
in inducing Johne's bacillus to grow on ordinary 
glycerine liver broth. From this culture we prepared 
a vaccine and tested it in doses of 10c.c. subcu- 
taneously on two of the Jersey animals above- 
mentioned, 10 and 21 days respectively having 
elapsed since the tests with the above-mentioned 
vaccine. In the latter case (21 days interval) the 
temperature rose from 102°2°F. to 104°F, sufficient 
to show that the bacillus retained its power of pro- 
ducing a good vaccine in spite of growth having been 
only moderate in amount and of theslight variation 
or mutation which has taken place as evidenced by 
the bacillus growing on a medium free from other 
acid-fast bacilli or their extracts. This strain now 
grows on ordinary glycerine beef broth. 


SuccessFUL INocULATION OF GOATS WITH JOHNE’S 
DIsEASE, AND REACTIONS WITH VACCINES IN 
THESE ANIMALS. 


In July, 1911, we inoculated two young goats 
with living cultures of Johne's bacillus. Goat 1 
intravenously, and Goat 2 with a much smaller 
quantity of bacilli intraperitoneally. Eleven months 
later Goat 1 was thin, but otherwise there was no 
clinical manifestation of the disease. They were 
tested with the first vaccine as used on the eight 
bovines described above, each animal receiving 3 c.c. 
subcutaneously. 

Goat 1. Showed temperature of 106-4° F. in nine 
hours, reached 106-6’ F., and remained above 106 F. 
for eight hours, the reaction being accompanied by 
some diarrhea. 

Goat 2. Temperature reached 105F. in nine 
hours and 105-4 F. in ten hours, but there was no 
diarrhea. 

Both animals were killed, and on post-mortem 
examination both showed lesions of typical Johne’s 
disease and typical Johne’s bacilli, Goat1 being 
affected in a greater degree than Goat2. Johne's 
bacillus was isolated from both cases. 


ConcLusions. 
From the experiments noted above the following 


conclusions may be drawn :— 
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1. A diagnostic vaccine has been prepared which 
is specific for Johne’s disease and which will enable 
any owner of stock to eradicate the condition from 
his herd and to prevent its re-introduction by newly 
bought animals. 

2. The disease has been shown to be capable of 
affecting goats, and temperature reactions have 
been obtained in these animals with the specific 
vaccine, and it is probable that the condition demon- 
strated in deer by M‘Fadyean in 1907, and by S. 
Stockman in sheep in 1 is caused by the same 
bacillus that affects bovines. 

3. A slight variation or mutation of the bacillus 
has enabled one strain to be grown on ordinary 
laboratory media. 

4. The disease being thus demonstrable to an 
owner in its earliest stages, on the use of such a 
vaccine as is here described becoming general, State 
legislation should be adopted, making slaughter com- 
pulsory. No compensation would be called for, the 
carcase of an affected animal being saleable and it 
being to the interest of the owner to remove a 
source of infection from his herd. 


CLINICAL NOTES. 
By Henry Taytor, F.R.C.v.s., Hayward’s Heath. 


VesicaL (MULTIPLE) IN THE Dosa. 


The retriever dog, the subject of the accompany- 
ing photograph, exhibited the usual symptoms of 
blocking of the urethra by a urinary calculus, and 
was accordingly placed under chloroform and 
operated upon. The block was in the usual position, 
viz., at the posterior end of the os penis, and the 
site of the incision is plainly shown in the photo- 
graph. On the removal of the offending calculus 
there was a rush of urine which brought away eight 
more, rather smaller but similar ones. 

The incision into the urethra was closed by close 
suturing, and for some little time the dog passed 
urine quite naturally, but there was occasionally a 
good deal of blood mixed amongst it. Ten days 
later another block occurred, consequently the 
operation had to be repeated and on this occasion 
after removal of the obstruction, thirty more calculi 
came away with the first rush of urine. 

The operation wound did not look healthy, 
evidently there had been some soakage of urine into 
the tissues when the penis had been retracted. As 
the animal seemed in much pain at 10 p.m. that 
night the owner asked for him to be destroyed. 

Post-mortem. The heart contained in each ven- 
tricle a yellowish-white clot. The spleen contained 
several tumours which Mr. Leslie Sheather kindly 
examined and reported to be of the usual kind, viz., 
lympho-sarcoma. Evidently they had nothing to 
do with the calculi. The kidneys were cirrhotic. I 
am told that the’dog had had a habit of retaining 
his urine for long periods. The bladder contained 
ninety more calculi besides a quantity of sabulous 
matter like gravel, many of them being imbedded 
in the mucous membrane. The subcutaneous 
tissues in the region of the incision were sodden 


and green as if the urine had had a decomposing 
action. Mller says this is the usual result of this 
operation. 


An Unusual ABSCESS IN THE ABDOMINAL WALL. 


On April 22nd, 1911, a filly, the subject of the 
photo, was found one morning whilst out at pasture 
with a little pus oozing from what was apparentl 
a small abscess situated in the muscles of the flan 
just anterior to the right stifle. This was only a 
very smal] swelling, and it was surmised that a bit 
of wood from the fence had scratched the part, or . 
else penetrated the skin of the region. Ordinary 
treatment was carried out until May Ist. 

As no improvement was noticed on that date a 
seton was inserted, because probing the orifice 
revealed the fact that a sinus led from the opening 
downwards under the skin for a distance of three 
or four inches. The intention of this procedure was 
of course to give a dependent opening, after 
which no trouble was anticipated. The seton was 
removed in a few days and the sinus frequently 
syringed out with some disinfectant. There was 
still only a very small swelling, It was a disap- 
pointment, therefore, to find that a month later 
healing had not taken place. The discharge was 
just about the same—as far as quantity was con- 
cerned, as it was in the beginning. It was conse- 
quently decided to again cast the filly and to open 
up the part between the two orifices of the seton. 

On June 9th the animal was cast, chloroformed, 
and an incision made the entire length of the part 
embraced by the seton, the upper orifice had by this 
time almost .closed, the major portion of the 
discharge issuing from the lower one. The tissues 
underlying the latter were found to be much dis- 
coloured, sodden, and unhealthy ; the subcutaneous 
tissue was black and infiltrated with blood, the 
yellow fibres of the tissues had undergone degenera- 
tion, had lost their bright hue, taken on a 
dull, blood-stained appearance, and become necrotic. 

The whole of the unhealthy tissues were care- 
fully dissected away, exposing the abdominal 
muscles for a space almost as large as the palm of 
one’s hand. This left the abdominal wall, thin, and 
not so well supported as with the normal conditions ; 
consequently when the animal struggled as con- 
sciousness was being regained it seemed more than 
probable that the part would give, and there would 
be a protrusion of the bowels. This certainly ap- 
peared imminent, but by keeping the palms of the 
hands stoutly pressed on the spot it was averted. 
The skin was sutured with strong tape, good holds 
being taken, and the filly allowed to rise. , 

It was confidently expected that this would effect 
acure; there appeared to be no doubt that the 
cause of the continued discharge was the area of 
necrotic tissue, and now that this has been re- 
moved, just as in the case of a quittor, that ought 
to cease. The parts had been carefully examined 
and well disinfected, and there seemed nothing 
more to be done beyond treating the place as an 
ordinary wound. Granulations quickly formed and 
commenced to fill up the cayity, but in about three 
weeks it was evident that the part was not healing 


| 143 

No 

ge, 

ili 
illi | 
lve 
= 
he 
RY 
ied 
ve- ° q 
ng 
ed 
she 
nt | 
= 
en 
on 
by 
1er 
ow 

B's 

its & 
ler 
hs 
no 
re 
ht 3 
ne a 
no 
m 

> 
: 


144 


THE VETERINARY RECORD September 14, 1912 


satisfactorily, for there was at times a slight dis- 
charge from a small sinus which had formed at one 
side of the wound. This was probed, and found to 
run forward under the skin for a distance of a 
couple of inches, the treatment adopted being to 
apply some caustic to its wall. Still, there “was 
hardly any swelling. At the expiration of nearly 
two months from the date of the last operation, the 
filly was in status quo ante, much to my disap- 
pointment 

On Aug. 5th the filly was again cast and chloro- 
formed. The idea of the operation this time was 
to follow up the sinus by dissecting out the tissues 
along its course, and to find out what was at the 
end of it. A probe inserted along the lumen 
assisted matters, but the direction was not straight 
but erratic. After some considerable time the dis- 
section had proceeded to such a depth that it was 
concluded that any farther must lead into the 
abdominal cavity. The owner’s instructions at this 
juncture were that the filly would have to be des- 
troyed unless a cure could be effected, so the opera- 
tion was continued. Soon the knife penetrated 
into a cavity, and immediately there was a pouring 
out of pus, which it was ascertained by probing with 
the finger came from an abscess situated on the 
inside of the abdominal wall. This abscess cavity 
was about the size of an orange, was partly divided 
into two compartments, and had a depth measured 
from the level of the skin of nearly 54 inches. The 
orifice into the abscess was enlarged to give drain- 
ag , the cavity washed out, and plugged with gauze. 
There was the same fear again of protrusion of the 
intestines when struggling took place, but this was 
obviated. The time occupied by the operation was 
two hours, during the greater part of which 
the animal was under chloroform, the consumption 
of which amounted to seven ounces. 

The abscess cavity was syringed out daily with 
disinfectant (Lysol or Izal) and by and by it com- 
menced to diminish in size, and the discharge to 
diminish. Recovery was uneventful, except for the 
fact that as the filly did not thrive well it seemed 
not improbable that there was another abscess 
amongst the intestines. However, in time she fe- 
gained her old form. The photograph was taken 
when the wound was almost healed. 

Remarks. It is unusual to find an abscess ‘so 
deeply situated as this, and it is not a place where 
one commonly finds a strangles abscess. The filly 
had never suffered from that disease. A curious 
circumstance is that I did not detect any oozing of 
pus when operating on the earlier occasions, but this 
may be due to the direction of the sinus—lying 
between and being pressed upon by the external 
and internal oblique muscles. 


LUXATION OF THE Sacro-ILIAc ARTICULATION 
IN THE Cow. 


The animal had been tied up toa long manger 
along with several other cows, and was found gne 
morning unable to rise, due to being injured by one 
of the others. During the day she brought forth 
a calf, and then assumed the curious attitude de- 
picted in the photograph. It will be noticed that 
the hind legs are spread out to their very fullest 


extent and the animal quickly reassumed this posi- 
tion when altered to an apparently more comfort- 
able one. When examined per vaginam no fracture 
could be detected, but the sacrum was dropped a 
little, and when the body was pushed over from 
side to side there was apparently a movement 
between the wings of the bone and the under sur- 
face of the ilium. Externally there was a depress- 
ion just in front of the internal iliac spines, The 
animal did not improve, and was destroyed a few 
days later. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Acute Bovine Contacious MAMMITIS DUE TO 
Lactis AEROGENES. 


Prof. J. A. Gilruth, D.V.sc., M.R.C.V.S.,F.R.S.E., and 
Norman Macdonald, B.v.sc., from the Veterinary 
Institute, Melbourne University, record an out- 
break of a contagious form of acute inflammation 
of the udder, due to the Bacillus Lactis Aerogenes. 
The bacillus in question, although common in dairy- 
ing premises, and particularly in piggeries, has not 
heretofore been considered pathogenic for cattle, 
and is not so when introduced by the alimentary 
canal or subcutaneously. In this instance, however, 
it has been isolated by the authors from the out- 
break in question, cultivated, and proved to be the 
causative organism by the reproduction of the 
characteristic features of the disease in experi- 
mental cows when introduced into the milk ducts 
of the lactating udder. Preliminary experiments 
conducted indicate the possibility of producing an 
anti-toxie serum which may prove useful in the 
treatment of ordinary cases, and these experiments 
are being continued by the authors. 

The outbreak of mammitis dealt with was un- 
doubtedly spread by the careless management and 
insanitary conditions of the milking machine em- 
ployed on the farm, and this emphasises the neces- 
sity for the utmost care in attending to the cleanli- 
ness of such appliances. 


TREATMENT OF TETANUS IN THE HoRSE BY 
INTRAVERTEBRAL INJECTIONS OF ANTITETANIC SERUM 


It is known that the tetanus toxin attacks nervous 
tissue by preference, and does so very early in the 
course of the disease. The results of Roux and 
Borrell in the experimental treatment of tetanus by 
intracerebral injections of antitoxin have demon- 
strated the necessity for bringing the serum into 
contact with the brain and spinal cord as soon as 
possible. 

Larthomas and Escoffier, having been acquainted 
with two cases of human tetanus which recovered 
by the intravertebral injection of strong doses of 
anti-toxin, employed the same method in a horse 
which showed all the clinical symptoms of acute 
tetanus, and record (Revue Vét. Militaire) their 
procedure. The horse was first anzesthetised by an 
intra-peritoneal injection of chloral hydrate; and 


the site of injection was then shaved and disinfected 
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with tincture of iodine. The trocar used was about 
six inches long ; and the injection was made in the 
medial depression of the vertebral column which is 
bounded by the last lumbar vertebra in front, the 
first sacral vertebra behind, and by the internal 
angles of the ilium laterally upon each side. The 
exact point for the puncture was at the meeting 
place of two straight lines, one drawn through the 
axis of the body and the other through the anterior 
third of the iliac angles. The skin was first in- 
cised with a bistoury, and the trocar was then 
thrust in an oblique direction from before back- 
wards between the two vertebre into the vertebral 
canal. The authors state the degree of obliquity 
which should be given to the trocar as forming an 
angle of 25° with the vertebral column. 

As soon as the stilette was withdrawn, about 
10 c.c. of the spinal fluid—which was rose-red at 
first and then quite clear—escaped from the canula. 
After this had flowed away, the authors injected 
70 c.c. of antitetanin into the vertebral canal with a 
sterilised syringe. The trocar was then withdrawn, 
and the skin wound was sutured as a precautionary 
measure. 

Substantial improvement shown the next 
day, and also upon the succeeding days. No 
special after effects of the intravertebral injection 
itself appeared, except a benign exanthema upon 
the external surface of the thighs and the posterior 
portion of the abdomen.—( Berliner Tier. Woch.) 

W. R. C. 

[It is implied rather than directly stated that 

the horse recovered.—Transl.] 


ASSOCIATION OF VETERINARY OFFICERS 
OF HEALTH. 


The annual meeting was held at Perth on Thursday, 
August 29th. “Uniformity, System, and Standard of 
Meat Inspection,” was by W. F. Anderson, " 
D.L., J.P., Councillor and Police Judge, Glasgow. e 
said :—“ The powers possessed by Local Authorities to 
promote and maintain a wholesome meat supply is con- 
tained in Section 43 of the Public Health (Scotland) 
Act, 1897. It is unnecessary to enumerate the various 
clauses, as you are well acquainted with their text. In 
my opinion they are deficient in two very important 
points, z.c., it is not compulsory on the part of all Local 
Authorities to discharge in an efficient manner the 
onerous duties laid upon them by the Legislature, and 
they do not set up a standard. You will, I think, pardon 
me if I aver that the Corporation, of which I am a 
member, has been the pioneer in this great question, 
and I will briefly refer to the more salient points, as the 
history of meat inspection in Glasgow is to all intents 
and purposes the history of the struggle which has been 
waged with the Government Authorities to attain this 
much desired object.” 

The essayist then gave the history of the movement in 
Glasgow, quoting various reports and correspondence, 
and pointing out several points in which the present 
system is inefficient .and the ways in which it works to 
t oF ay of the trades in connection. 

e following was subsequently moved by Mr. A. M. 
Trotter, M.R.c.v.s., and seconded by Alderman Baty, of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

The delegates of Local Authorities and members of 
the Association of Veterinary Officers of Health being 


unanimously of the opinion that the admitted lack of 

uniformity in the system and standard of meat inspec- 

tion obtaining throughout the country is the direct 

result of the absence of an official standard, and the lack 

of — on the part of the Central Authorities, 
ve :— 

To ask the Presidents of the Local Government 
Boards for England, Scotland, and Ireland, to appoint 
a veterinary surgeon with practical experience in meat 
inspection to their respective staffs with the view of 
promoting and maintaining a uniform system and 
standard of meat inspection. 

That a copy of this resolution be sent to the Prime 
Minister, the Presidents of the Local Government 
Boards, the Board of Agriculture for England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, and also to the leader of the Opposition. 


PURE MILK. 


By J. G. REYNARD, M.R.C.v.s., Veterinary Surgeon to 
the Corporation of Perth. Read at the annual meeting 
held at Perth, August 29. 


I am taking it for granted that there can be no 
doubt that human phthisis and tuberculosis of the 
lower animal are one and the same. Such being the 
case, the danger to the human subject throngh inges- 
tion of tuberculous milk cannot be too often or too 
seriously considered. 

Up till lately I was of opinion that if the remot 
gland were not affected the danger of tuberculous mil 
would be almost nd, but of late I have changed my 
opinion, as not long ago I came across a cow in an ad- 
vanced stage of tuberculosis, and, though the udder 
was free, tubercle bacilli were found in the milk. ‘Then, 
again, the latest Royal Commission proved that if the 
lymphatic glands of the bowels were affected the bacillus 
could be excreted in the feces. This being the case, the 
.cow’s udder and sides, especially in the winter season, 
get covered with faeces, and, when the milker sits down 
and milks the cow, the action of the arms rubs off a 
certain amount of the dried feces which drops into the 
milk. If these faces contain any tubercle bacilli we 
shall not have long to wait till there are ome A of them 
in the milk. I am, therefore, of opinion that the sooner 
we have a workable system to clear out the tubercle- 
affected cow and replace her with the sound one, the 
better it will be for the people of this country. 

I can imagine I hear, “ Yes, but how is it to be done ?” 
Well, it could be done, and that in a very few years, 
it it were only tackled in a true British fashion. 

No doubt Some counties of Scotland, and I believe 
Ireland and England, are doing a lot of good by inspect- 
ing the dairy herds within their areas. As a matter of 
fact, this is all they have power to do under the Dairies 
and Milk Shops Order, but, is this going far enough ? 
I say no—emphatically no! Not only should the in- 
spector have power to clear out the cow affected with 
tubercular mammitis, but he should also have power to 
do the same with a clinically affected cow. 

Another point in this matter which I think is all 
wrong is the disposal of these animals. In the mean- 
time we, as veterinary inspectors, can only order the 
removal of these animals from the byre. Now 
owner may sell the cow to anyone who does not have a 
registered dairy, but still her milk is beingused. What 
I should want is that the animal be killed as soon as 
it is proved to be wrong. 

Again, why should we only have power to inspect 
registered dairies? What about the poor farm labourers 
children who must drink the milk which is given them 
by their masters, whether it is good or bad, because 
the Government in its wisdom tells its local authorities 
that they have nothing to do with any milk which is 
not sold. I say that all cows giving milk should be 


inspected. 
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Now, Iam quite aware that the eradication of the 
tuberculous cow will not be done in a day, or a year, 
but it can be done with a little assistance from Govern- 
ment. When that said Government can spend over a 
quarter of a million pounds on swine fever in one year, 
surely they can give us a little help to free the cour of 
one of the greatest scourges from which humanity suffers. 

My sheet anchor in eradicating this scourge is tuber- 
culin, and, granting it is put into the hands of capable 
men, I am sure that we, or most of would live to 
see the day when tuberculosis would, like rinderpest, 
be a thing of the past. 

I wolud begin by testing all dairy cows, and_ heifers 
which were to be kept as cows; segregate all “non- 
passers” and have them destroyed, not at once, but as 
they were ready for the butcher ; breed only from tuber- 
cle-free cows and bulls and attend to sanitation, when I 
feel sure we would soon have free herds. 

In talking of sanitation, I would advocate the putting 
away of all straw racks, all wooden partitions, and hav- 
ing nothing but cement and concrete in all byres- see 
that the drainage is as nearly perfect as possible ; have 
good deep grips behind the cows, in fact not less than 
one foot deep, as my experience has shown me that if 
have a shallow grip the cow will lie back among 

er feces, and it is almost impossible to keep her clean, 
attend to ventilation and have plenty of air space for 
each cow. 

I have no doubt that a large number of our profession 
believe that if we began the testing of dairy stock and 
not using the milk from the “ non-passers,” milk would 
become like gold—a scarce commodity—but I am_ not 
so sure of this. Within the last year or two 1 have done 
a lot of testing of ordinary dairy cows, in order to get 
foster mothers for pure bred stock, and when I tell you 
that I got a percentage of fully ninety to pass, you can 

gain, if the percentage of “ non- rs” was so big 
that milk was to be searce, it would be an easy matter 


to have the milk of each non-passing cow tested for the} 


bacillus, and in event of the milk being free from it, 
use that milk until the cow was dry, then have her sent 
to the butcher. 

All this cannot be done without the co-operation of 
the Government ; but when we, as a profession, can edu- 
cate the people to a sense of the danger tc which their 
children are being subjected, I am sure that every M.P. 
who is sent to St. Stephen’s will go there pledged to 
support a Bill for the production of pure milk. 


VETERINARY ASSOCIATION OF 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 


At the monthly meeting, Dr. Dodd occupying the 
chair, considerable satisfaction was expressed at the ap- 
intment of Prof. Douglas Stewart and Mr. S. T. D. 
mons to the Tuberculosis Advisory Board, as it was 
felt that their knowledge of tuberculosis in live stock 
must be of consideranle value to the board in discussing 
questions dealing with the prevention of tuberculosis 
in man. 

An interesting case of fracture of the first and second 
ribs in a horse was described by Mr. T. G. Doyle, and 
one of malignant vedema in a mare b e CF. 
Sanderson, both cases showing marked differences from 
the usual clinical features. 

Mr. Baker read a paper on “The Lymphatic System 
of the Horse,” illustrated by originial iagrams prepared 
by a student at the Veterinary School of the Universit; 
under Mr. Baker’s supervision. This paper was full 
evidence that the anatomical department of the school 
is not content with teaching from text books, but is 


despite its importance, has not received such systematic 
attention as it deserves. 

Discussion was postponed until next meeting, Mr. 
Reid, of the New Fealand veterinary staff, was present 
as a visitor. 


An Irish Docking Case. 
[A short report of this appeared last week. ] 


At the Dunboyne (Co. Meath) monthly Petty Ses- 
sions, on 28th, before Messrs. A. F. 
Olphert, r.m. (presiding), P. Leonard, and John Bruton, 
an interesting case, and the first of its kind in Ireland, 
was heard at much length. 

Nicholas Bourke, inspector of the Dublin Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Incorporated 
and said Society summoned Capt. wren Baynes, o 
Rooske House, Dunboyne, for “ that on the 24th July 
1912, at Rooske, Dunboyne, he did cruelly ill-treat and 
torture an animal to wit, a pony, by cutting off por- 
tion of the tail thereof, and applying a red-hot iron to 
the wounded portion of said animal. 

For complainants, Mr. R. N. Petterton, solicitor, a 
peared, and Mr. Edwin Edwards, solicitor, Dublin, for 
defendants. 

Mr. Potterton : In this case, which is brought at the 
instance of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals, I appear for the complainants. Your 
Worships are aware this Act of Parliament, under 
which the summons is brought, came into force on the 
lst January of this present year. The offence of which 
we charge Capt. Baynes here is under the first section. 
The facts of the case are very short and very clear. 
They were disclosed, among other —-. in the public 
prints, because on the 24th July, 1912, while this opera- 
tion was being performed, it resulted in the death of one 
of the persons who had taken part in it. It appears 
that on this date Capt. Baynes had poenens for docking 
this horse by erecting a paling, I think he said, a bar 
fastened to a stake driven into the ground. Against 
this stake lay a loose door, which was not fastened in 
any way, and so far as I understand the evidence the 
horse was backed against this door. One man held up 
its foreleg, another man held it by what is called the 
“twitch,” and the third man was assisting Capt. 
Baynes at the operation. In the course of the pro- 
ceedings this pony reared up, and when the red-hot iron 
was applied it kicked over the door and struck Lilliker 
in the eye. This operation of applyin to the animal 
a red-hot iron is nothing short of sheer barbarism, it is 
an entirely unnecessary proceeding, and one which the 
Society, in the interests of humanity and of the animals, 
are anxious to have the decision of the magistrates 
on, having regard to all the law in the case. 

The Chairman: Is there any decided case on the 
question of “docking”? I know all about “dis- 
horning.” 

Mr. Potterton : There have been numerous cases in 
England before magistrates on the question of docking 
of horses in which heavy fines have n inflicted. 

Mr. Edwards: Not for ordinary “docking.” 

Thomas Foy was sworn and examined by Mr. Potter- 
ton: You were assisting Capt. Baynes, Robert Lilliker, 
and Patrick Hughes in docking the ac Were you 
the boy that was holding the twitch !—Yes. 

Did Capt. Baynes take out a knife ?—Yes, a regular 
“ docking” knife. 

When this knife was used I think you said in your 
evidence before the coroner that the pony did not seem 
to notice that ?—No. 

The cutting of the tai] is rapid —Yes. 

Where was the iron when he was cutting off the tail ! 
—In the kitchen fire. 


carrying out original work, as the lymphatic system, 


What iron was that !—A regular docking iron, a 
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straight piece of iron with a knob at the end and a hole 
through the centre. 

What is the hole through the centre for ?—I could 

tell. 
neWhen iron was applied the 
ned ‘—The pony up and sprang 
she kick out ?—Yes. 

And Lilliker was struck, and so lost his life. What 
was done after Lilliker was taken away !—The pony was 
taken into the stable yard and remained in its stall until 
next morning, when Mr. Magee, v.s., arrived and treated 
the animal. : 

Patrick Hughes, sworn, and examined: Were you 
holding the the at this operation ‘—Yes. 

You let go the leg !—When the pony went up I did. 

She did not rear or plunge forward at all until the 
red-hot iron was applied !—No. 

Prof. A. E. Mettam was sworn and examined by Mr. 
Potterton: You area Member of the Royal College o 
Veterinary Surgeons !—Yes. 

And you have heard the evidence given by these wit- 
nesses !—Yes. 

T believe the severing of the tail itself is not attended 
by any immediate danger /—No, it occurs so rapid, and 
the knife used is so sharp it goes through the tail 
without very much resistance. The operation is over 
in a moment, and the immediate cutting operation 
causes little pain. 

I believe there are a number of arteries running 
down to the tail ?—Yes. 

This process that has been adopted here of searing 
with a red-hot iron, is that a cruel method !—Yes. 

The Chairman: Have you seen the pony ?—No. 

You don’t know how much of the tail is cut off ?—No. 

Do the arteries extend the whole way?—No, they 
terminate in the central vessel. 

And you are not able to say whether the arteries are 
cut !—It is prima facie evidence in the case of docking 
that the arteries would be cut through. 

By Mr. Potterton : Searing the tail is supposed to stop 
the bleeding !—Yes. 

Would it sear the flesh !—It would sear the whole of 
the surface, and the reason for the circular iron is to 
clear the bone of the tail. 

In your opinion ought this operation to be done at all 
unless it is absolutely necessary!— That is a very 
general question; in most cases there are circum- 
stances where it is essential the tail should be docked, 
but I do not think it is necessary that the docking 
should be done so frequently as itis done. I can con- 
ceive of certain cases where docking is essential. 

For instance, a diseased tail?—Yes, and a tail to 
which an accident occurred, or it might be necessary to 
cut off a portion of the tail to prevent injury if man 

The Chairman : That isa physical reason only. 

By Mr. Potterton : In your opinion is it a barbarous 
method of docking a horse to apply a red-hot iron — 
Yes, because hemorrhage could be stopped by other 
means which are not so barbarous. One must take it 
the application of a red-hot iron is certainly not modern 
surgery and it causes unnecessary suffering. The same 
end might be obtained by other means. 

Such as oy piciing up the arteries and tying them }— 
That would be a rather difficult operation, but the —_ 
cation of a pad with pressure or the introduction of a 
flap and sutures are methcds which commend themselves 


to modern poy 
Would a eal of this be avoided !—The applica- 
hot iron causes unnecessary suffering : that 


tion of a 
is the position I wish to make clear. 


y what 
orward. 


1 believe that in the Army they do not cut the tails off 
at all’—It is not an operation in the Army, sometimes 
animals are bought with their tails docked, but the vast 


majority of horses in the Army have never had their 
tales interfered with at all. : 


Cross-examined by Mr. Edwards: The docking of 
horses is a universal practice 1—Yes. 

And it has been carried on for centuries !—Yes. | 

And accompanied by that “ docking,” is the “searing” 
of the tail always a uniform practice tI should think 
probably it is. 

Is it not a fact that the actual process of docking and 
searing is taught in the Veterinary Coll of which 
you are the head, in Dublin !—I suppose it is mentioned 
in the surgery class. Every teacher is responsible for 
his own teaching. 

I take it from ees that it is a fact ?—I could not say 
of my own knowledge. 

And you won’t deny it ?—No, I don’t know. : 

Well now, the object of course of the searing I think 
is twofold !—Yes, 

First, for the purpose of stopping bleeding ?—Yes. 

And it is next used as a means of stopping lockjaw !— 
There is no better antiseptic than a hot iron. 

It is a practice that is used all over the British Isles 
by all, practically every V.S.?—I would not like to say 
that. 

At all events, a t many of them?—A number of 
them do, but that does not alter my own opinion that 
they might resort to a more modern surgical method of 
stopping the hemorrhage. 

hat is your own private opinion !—Yes ; and I think 
it is the opinion more or less universally held. 

If a process of this sort is not adopted a horse is liable 
to an attack of lockjaw ?—Yes: but you can apply an 
antiseptic pad. 

You often dock horses in the College ?—I do not know 
that there has been one “docked” since the College was 
established. 

Chairman : Supposing a horse was brought to you t= 
be “ docked ” would you have any objection to dock and 
sear it yourself !—I would. 

Sup Captain Baynes had -sent for you and said I 
want the pony docked and seared !—Well, I should not 
allow a client to tell me how I should do an operation. 
If he came to me and asked me to dock the horse, I 
would tell him my opinion about the whole operation ; 
if he required me to dock it, and I thought it was for 
the benefit of the animal to dock it, I would remove a 
portion of the tail, but I would proceed about it in a 
different way. For instance an antiseptic should be used, 
and | think some other method might be adopted rather 
than the application of the hot iron, such as the applica- 
tion of a pad and bandage. There are various methods 
which commend themselves to the og any whereby the 
penpertieage would be stopped rather than the use of the 

ot iron. 

By Mr. Edwards: Would ge go so far as to state 
they would be used in probably no more than one case 
out of a hundred? It is coming more into use, I know 
20 zeae ago the hot iron was much 

id you use the hot iron yourself ?—I am sorry to 
have to say I did. 

If anyone gooey you then, you would have felt 
ieved ‘—I suppose so, but I should bow to the law. 
hen ering you didn’t think you were breaking the 

law *—I was fo lowing a rule of thumb method then, as 
a pupil until I went into practice 
y Mr. Potterton : Any wound is likely to become 
affected with the microbe of lockjaw ?—One of the com- 
monest causes of tetanus is a wound following, say cas- 
tration ; and another common method when a hoof is 
netrated with a nail picked up in the street, it is often 
ollowed by lockjaw. kjaw may follow the infection 
of any wound. 

It is due to a wound not being 

And there are many antiseptic 
to keep a wound clean t—Yes. 

And that is all that is necessary ‘— Yes. 


kept clean !— Yes. 
ressings which help 


By Chairman: Do you think this is an operation 
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which should be performed by an unskilled person !—No, 
it is an operation that should in every case be performed 
by a veterinary surgeon. 

By Mr. Edwards :—The gist of your evidence is, that 
the torture would be no less if done by a V.S.?—The 
gist of my evidence is, the application of the red hot 
iron by anybody is not humane, it is barbarous. The 
same results can be obtained by other means which are 
less painful. 

By Mr. Potterton: In days gone past was it not 
naturally a common practice when a leg was amputated ? 
Yes, in the days of Nelson, they used to stick the bleed- 
ing stump into a bucket of hot pitch. 

That has gone out of date !—Yes, in the cause of 
humanity. 

Chairman: the result of your evidence is, you don’t 
object to docking, but you do object to searing as 
barbarous. 

Professor Charles Duncan was sworn and examined 
by Mr. Potterton. 

You are a Fellow of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons ?—Yes. 

In your opinion, is cutting off a pony’s tail a painful 
operation !—I think it must be painful, even although 
it is quickly done. 

In the cutting off of a pony’s tail and the application 
of a red hot iron—what is your opinion ?—It is a very 
painful operation. 

Will you go as far as Professor Mettam that it is a 
barbarous practice !—Yes. 

And in your opinion it is unnecssary !—Yes. 

In your opinion ought the operation to be performed 
except by a person skilled in this kind of work ?—It 
should be done by a veterinary surgeon. 

In your opinion would it be less painful to the animal 
if it was done with the ap lication of a local an- 
wsthetic !—Certainly, it wou ‘i be less painful. 

Are you agreed with Professor Mettam that this should 
be only done when absolutely necessary !—Yes, I would 
go further and say there are many cases which some 
people think are cases of absolute necessity which I-do 
not think are. 

By Chairman: Did you hear the two witnesses des- 
cribe the way the operation was performed ‘— Yes. 

Suppose you had been called in, are these the steps 
you would take—the twitch and holding the leg ?—I 
would not have done it that way. 

How would you have done it ?—I have been asked to 
dock a horse, and have refused because I came to the 
conclusion the horse was perfectly healthy. 

But supposing you had to do it !—I would do it by the 
method prescribed by Professor Mettam, give a local 
— off the tail and stitch round 

e fiap. 

By Mr. Leonard, J.P.: How long does the operation 
you recommend take, that is to cut the tail so that a 
flap of skin is wrapped over the severed part, and then 
to stitch it all ?’—Not very long—I suppose it could be 
done in a few minutes, putting in a few stitches does 
not take long. 

Suppose I gave you a pony to dock, and you gave it 
a local anzsthetic, cocaine, and then you cut part of the 
tail so as to leave a flap of skin, you bend it round and 
stitch it upand tie it up with bandages ; how long would 
that take you !—Between 10 minutes and a quarter 
of an hour. 

By Mr. Potterton : Of course, the operation of merely 
cutting off the tail with a a knife does not include 
the —o of the operation —No, that is the shortest 

rt of it. 

P*Following that, there is the operation of getting the 
iron ready and searing !—Yes, and stopping the bleeding. 

By Mr. Bruton, J.P.: How do you stop the bleeding 
in the way you propose !—By pressure. 

There is a greater amount of flesh interfered with in 


the way you recommend, there is the flap of flesh hang- 
ing down !—There is no flesh. 
ross-examined by Mr. Edwards : Assuming that this 
is see opinion on the way a horse should be 
“docked” and treated afterwards, are you prepared to 
as far as to say every man who adopts another system 
is wrong !—I am prepared to say that is not the way] 
would do it. 

But if you were a medical doctor and were called jin 
to treat me, would you apply some other treatment than 
the doctor I had before ?—If I was asked to cut off your 
leg, aud another surgeon had advised to take it off with 
a hatchet, [Laughter.] 

Is it not a fact that 99 out_of every 100 veterinary 
surgeons use the iron !—That I cannot say. 

ay I ask where you practise ‘—I am a Professor of 
Veterinary Science at the Royal Agricultural College, 
Cirencester. 

Docking is not taught there —No. 

Are you aware that in a great many cases veterinary 
surgeons adopt the other plan ?— Yes. 

Are you aware of any case were a V.S. has ever been 
prosecuted for so doing !—I don’t think I am. 

And you will — with the evidence of Professor 
Mettam that the object of searing is to prevent lockjaw ? 
--Yes. 

And is that a necessity !—No, because there are other 
methods far more up-to-date. 

By Mr. Leonard, J. P.: If a pony was treated with 
cocaine and an hot iron applied he would feel no pain! 
—He would feel less pain. 

Your plan would take ten minutes ; if you treated the 
pony with cocaine you could apply the hot iron and he 
would not suffer. 

Chairman: In this particular case no cocaine was 


applied. 

Ticciictinid by Mr. Potterton : If the animal is under 
an anesthetic for 15 minutes it makes no difference as 
regards the amount of pain ?—-He won’t feel it. 


THE DEFENCE. 


Mr. Louis Magee, M.R.c.v.s., Dunboyne, was sworn 
and examined by Mr. Edwards on behalf of the de- 
fendant. 

You are a member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
—— and you are ten years a practising V.S. !—Yes. 

I believe you actually saw the pony t—I attended the 
pony the day after. 

In your opinion was the pony’s tail being properly 
docked '—It was docked as well as I think any other 
V.S. could do it, the only thing that was required was to 
have it properly seared. 

I believe the accident to the man occurred shortly 
after searing was attempted 1—I seared the tail and left 
the tapes as I found them. The tapes were put on asI 
would have put them on myself, and I consequently 
left them so. The pony was then brought back to me, 
and removed the tapes and there was no 
the stump. As has already transpired searing. a 
two-fold purpose. 

Is the searing a well known practice to veterinary 
surgeons !—Yes, it is the most practical and by far the 
best method of obtaining the object wished for. 

And these objects are to prevent hemorrhage !— Yes, 
and to hermetically seal the spot with an aseptic seal, 
that isa perfectly healthy seal, so that no infection is 
brought from the manure or dirt. It is a well known 
fact that all cases of tetanus are due to infection through 
the sore which has not been properly attended to. 

Do you ever use an anzsthetic for the purpose of 
docking!—No. There is no V.S. in Ireland that practises 
the use of anesthetics more than I do. 

It is a hobby of yours ! 

Chairman : Why do you call it a hobby! Is it nota 
humane proceeding ? 
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Mr. Potterton: As aqupenide to the pony. 

Mr. Magee : Although I was apprenticed for five years 
toa V.S. in Dublin who is looked upon as an eminent 
man, I never saw him use a local anzsthetic, and when 
I went into practice I realised the benefit of it. I have 
studied it ever since, and I use it on every possible 
oceasion, and I have spoken of it and I have pressed it, 
and in that sense I speak of it as a hobby of mine. 

It is a hobby of yours and you use it on every occasion 
you consider it necessary, did you ever use it for dock- 
ing No, because I conside the pain is so fleetin 
and so passing that it is really hardly necessary; o 
course to use cocaine would prevent the very slight pain 
it does cause. You must look at these things from a 

tical point of view. Sentiment is all very well. 

Mr. Potterton : Oh, don’t deliver a speech. (Laughter) 

Mr. Magee: I am entitled to reply to Professor 
Mettam. F 

Chairman : It is very interesting so far, (what about 
the searing ? 

Mr. Magee : That is where the little pain does come in. 

Why don’t you apply your anesthetic !—The pain 
from searing is so momentary. 

I thought it was from the docking the pain was 
momentary !—There is not any from the docking. It is 
like the stroke of the whip. Another thing must be 
taken into consideration. If you do use an anesthetic 
you must use a needle and to poeiy anesthetise the 
part you may puncture the tail in four different places 
with a needle, that would cause the horse to jump about 
very considerably, possibly just as much as he would do 
if you seared the tail. No one has a higher opinion of 
Professor Mettam than I have(1 am an old pupil of his) 
as a pathologist and a bacteriologist and an academic 
professor. am not suggesting that his opinion on 
surgical matters should be given move weight to them 
than a surgeon in daily practice, and he has expressed 
the opinion that other methods woald be as practicable 
as searing, well, if they were I would certainly think he 
would have used them before now, and I think veterin- 
ary surgeons of far greater experience than myself would 
have used them before now. I am speaking of the 
— of three colleges—of the Royal Veterinar 

llege, London, and Dublin Colle and as far as 
know the method recommended in these colleges is the 
searing method ; and the methods they recommend are 
practised by all the eminent veterinary surgeons of the 
present day—that is the searing method, because it is 
the most practical and it is the safest. If you apply the 
antiseptic pad there is a danger that it may easily fall out. 
If it falls off you will have a raw wound, and it is not 
only raw and to some extent painful on account of 
rubbing, but it isexposing that wound to infection every 
time the tail comes in contact with dirt. 

Mr. Edwards: And is the method which was em- 
ployed in the case of the pony the method which to your 
own knowledge is recommended in the College in 
Dublin of which Professor Mettam is the head ?—As 
far as I know it is. 

Mr. Potterton : But how far do you know !—I do not 
think I ever saw Professor O’Connor searing a horse’s 
tail after docking, but I never heard him express his 
disapproval of the practice. 

as this a necessary operation in the case of the 
pony ’—Yes. There wasa kink in the pony’s tail. It 
was a polo pony, and the object of docking it was to 
vent Capt. B: er ‘7 stick catching the tail when 
struck after the ball. _. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Potterton: You have given 
us a speech on this oo and it occurred to me that 
your remarks suggested that we were attacking you 
a8 a professional man. We are not doing anything of 
the kind. You don’t suggest in bringing this prosecu- 


methods which you thought necessary to adopt in cases 
coming under your notice !—No. 

Having re to the evidence of such men as Prof. 
Mettam and f. Duncan, and having regard to what 
has been stated by them and your own experience, don’t 
you agree that if this isan operation that should be per- 
formed atall, it should be performed with anzsthetics ! 
—I said looking at it from a practical point of view. 

What do you mean by a practical point of view }—I 
do not say that in order to avoid a little pain you 
should administer anzsthetics. 

Do you suggest to this Bench of magistrates—what- 
ever view you may take about the necessity of applying 
an anesthetic or not—do you suggest that notwith- 
standing that it does not burt an animal to apply a red- 
hot iron !—I said it did, but very slightly. 

Your opinion is that once the iron is applied there is 
no more pain to the animal !—Yes. 

Is it better to torture an animal for five minutes 
than to cause a slight pain for an hour ?—Tf it is cruel : 
but I deny it is cruel. If it is cruel it is “cruel to be 
kind ”—you obtain the objects in view far better than by 
ongete method, consequently it is justified. 

© you think you are justified ergs an animal to 
momentary torture rather than that he should suffer 
some temporary discomfort for half-an-hour ?—He does 
not suffer any discomfort. 

What is your objection to the flap operation except 
the question of cleanliness !—In the first place I have 
never done it. I have never seen it recommended. I 
won't say it is a good one, because I cannot express 
an opinion about a thing I have no personal experi- 
f appl red-h 

take it you approve of applying a red-hot iron !— 

And although methods may be suggested in the 
interests of humanity by Professors Mettam and Duncan 
rs adhere to the system of applying a red-hot iron? 


es. 

And without an anesthetic ?—Yes, because I say the 

in is momentary. If there was a suspicion of torture 

would not. 

Is it a very old method ?—Yes: since time im- 
memorial. 

And if a surgeon to-day was taking off your leg and 
he said it was a good old system and a great system, it 
was a very antiseptic system, I will cut off your leg and 
I will sear up all the arteries with a red-hot iron, what 
would be your answer !—Would you let me answer you 
by offering another- story. (Laughter). There are old 
methods considered antiquated now and which are un- 
doubtedly the best. 

What are the tapes for ?—They are put on to prevent 
bleeding. There is no necessity for using the hot iron 
to prevent hemorrhage because the tapes prevent hemor- 
rhage ; the principle use of the iron is to form an aseptic 
scab which shall hermetically seal the wound. 

If the tapes were left on and the horse properly 
minded and his tail did not get into the dirt, in a few 
days the horse would get well ?—No. 

In what state was the pony when he was brought to 
you !—He was in the same condition as he was if I had 
docked him myself. 

And therefore because it was your method it was 
the best method. Do you imagine that unless anybody 
carries on their veterinary surgery exactly as you do 
they cahnot be right ? 

The Chairman : We all know Mr. Magee’s reputation, 
it is a very high one. 

By Mr. Potterton: Did you ever hear of tetanus 
arising after searing of the wound ?—It could not. 

After searing of the wound !—I heard of an instance 
some time ago where. it possibly may have been seared, 
but it was not properly done. 
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Does tetanus arise constantly at all in the case of 
docking of horses won’t say. 
Do este often get tetanus except from docking ! 


—Yes. 
From what }—From a wound in any other part of the 


body. 

Tf you burned your finger would the pain be moment- 
ary would. 

s not a horse flinch fora long time after it when 
handling the tail ?—Yes ; then you are approaching the 
wound. 

According to you there is no pain in it You may have 
a wound which causes no pain until you put pressure in 
its vicinity. 

Where did you study surgery !—In the Royal Veter- 
inary College in London, and I am always studying sur- 
gery, and afterwards in the Dublin College, where I 
taught minor anatomy and stable economy. 

You want the Court to believe that the pain is only 
momentary in the face of the evidence of Professors 
Mettam and Duncan: is that your evidence !—The pain 
is very slight. 

The Chairman : Would the horse feel it the next day ? 

—No. 
Mr. Edwards: And you can use that horse the next 
day *—Yes. Horses have been docked and bought at 
the fair, and sold, it is not likely a horse would be 
bought if it was suffering. 

By Mr. Potterton: Did you ever know a horse would 
kick up when a vehicle touching on the tail, after 
docking, presses Yes. 

And for weeks after?—Yes. 

And months ?—Yes. 

Years Yes. 

Is not that recollection of the pain they suffered ?— 
No, the mere fact of the yoke coming near some ani- 
mals’ hind > a would make them flinch. 

You are pleading for the use of this barbarous system ? 
—It is not barbarons. It is as barbarous as a lady 
piercing her ears to wear earrings. (Laughter). 

The Chairman: Did you recommend Capt. Baynes 
to take this kink out of the tail !—No. 

Mr. Potterton: What did you do when the animal 
came to you again !—I seared the animal with a red hot 
iron. 

DEFENCE. 


Mr. Edwards: Capt. Baynes is a person of experience. 
I do not think there was ever a more ridiculous and 
absurd prosecution brought into court than this. Here, 
according to the evidence which you have had froma 
witness, is a practice which has been going on for hun- 
dreds of years. According to Professor Mettam it is in 
vogue every day in the week, and this process of dock- 
ing and searing with a red hot iron is used, according to 
the statement of Professor Mettam, by numerous veter- 
inary surgeons, and it is one of the practices which he 
even adopted himself in his younger days. You must 
not lose sight of the fact that here we have these knives 
and these irons bought every day in the week, bought in 
the shops that sell horse requisites, and if they are 
illegal, then it is time long ago that the Society should 
prosecute these persons for selling these instruments of 
torture. It is to me an extraordinary thing that if this 
is an illegal practice and it is a practice which the 
Society knows perfectly well is general, that before the 
year 1912 they have not brought prosecutions against 
persons and so put a stop to it. 

Mr. Potterton: Can’t catch them. 

Mr. Edwards: If it had not been for this unfortunate 
accident, and nobody regrets that more than Captain 
Baynes, we would never have heard of this prosecution. 
Because it got some publicity iu the papers the Society 
think it well to try and bring this forward as a test case 
under the new Act, and see if they cannot put a stop to 


this practice, and if they do, it means that the docking of 
horses is for ever put an end to; and I may go further 
and say that the dishorning of cattle is put an end 
because if, as I am informed, the dishorning of cattle is 
even attended with more pain than the docking of a 
horse’s tail. But can it be contended for a moment that 
the Section under which this prosecution is brought 
was intended to put a stop to docking? Surely if the 
Legislature intended that to be done .— state 
so In express words! The language of this Section is 
not new. 

If you turn to the Cruelty of Animals Act, 1849, you 
will find it makes an offence to torture, ill-treat, ete. 
and still a t many years have elapsed since 1849, and 
yet the Society have never been able to successfully pro- 
secute any person for docking a horse, and to contend 
that this Section I of the Act of last year, gives them any 
greater grounds for ee this prosecution, is to my 
mind absurd. You have had it proved beyond all doubt 
that it is a universal practice amongst veterina 
surgeons and horse dealers and persons connected wit! 
horses generally; and the most Professor Mettam will 
say is, in his opinion he would use some other method, 
but that does not say it is a practice that should be put 
astop to. Veterinary surgeons have differeut opinions 
the same as doctors and to show it is not an offence I 
shall quote from an authority who is one of the greatest 
authorities I can quote from—the Laws of Engiand— 
that admirable book which is now being edited and 
brought out in volumes by the present Earl of Halsbury. 

Mr. Potterton : I cannot take the dicta of that. 

Chairman: He is the most distinguished lawyer in 
the United Kingdom. 

Mr. Edwards: Lord Halsbury says at page 410, vol, I. 
“The mere infliction of pain, even extreme pain is not 
by itself sufficient to constitute an offence of cruelty, no 
doubt suffering is caused by the castration and docking 
of horses, but such acts may so be justified on the 
principle above stated, that is, that they were reasonably 
necessary if fairly and reasonably done.” That is the 
Law andI challenge Mr. Potterton to show me that it 
has been over-ruled in any way, or to produce any single 
case to show that docking is illegal. I ask you to dis- 
miss the summons. 

Mr. Potterton quoted a decision in the dishorning 
case referred to, and said: If there is one thing more 
abundantly made clear as stated by the Lord Chief 
Justice in Ireland it must be done by the least painful 
method, and once you have it established it can be done 
by a less painful method than the one done in this case 
the prosecution are entitled to succeed, and have it laid 
down requiring that this is not to go on. 

Mr. Edwards: That has to be established. 

Mr. Potterton: Everyone of the judges pointed out 
that not only must it be done with great skill, but the 
judge himself said it would not be supposed that cruelty 
could be justified by usage. Because this was done 100 
years ago, because it is practised, and has not been drawn 
attention to, that is no reason why it is to be continued. 
Proceeding, Mr. Potterton said he was surprised that 
Mr. M , in the face of Professors Mettam and Dun- 
can, maintained that the old practice. because it was an 
old one was justified by usage. The main point here 
was, the act was done. It was not completely done 
at the time. 

If an anesthetic had been used the probabilities are 
to-day Lilliker would be alive, and we would not be here 
com Liste that methods of ancient barbarism are 
to continued and sanctioned because they are 
time-honoured. I do not believe that Captain Baynes 
desired to be cruel. I press the Court to hold that 
the segs 5 of this operation, whether it is done 
by the method which is suggested by Professor Met- 
tam. or whether it is done by the process of searing 
with a red hot iron, it should be done with an an- 
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tic. It is a case of great importance, and from 
all I know may be subject to considerable consideration 
among the public at and the Veterinary bodies 
throughout Ireland. 

We have progressed a long way in surgery as regards 
ourselves. Any society that interests themselves for the 
securing the same for the dumb brutes, that cannot 
speak t sr ne to be supported instead of being 
described as a trivial prosecution. I do not press for 
strong penalties, but I do press for the Court to hold 
that the operation of applying a red hot iron without 
the use of an anesthetic is an illegal operation, and 
ought to be discontinued. 


Tue Decision. 


The Chairman: We have not got to decide whether 
the practice of “ docking” is a legal one or not, because 
it is admitted in certain circumstances “docking” is not 
only a proper operation to perform, but it is also neces- 
sary. § that point of the case is out of our considera- 
tion altogether. Then the only thing we have to consider 
is whether the tion was necessary: and if it was 
necessary whether it was done in the best possible way 
that it could be done. I think that practically empha- 
sises Mr. Potterton’s argument. Mr. Magee of course has 
given us reasons why this operation was considered 
necessary, namely, that there was a “kink” in the 
tail of the animal which rendered it a source of danger 
to Capt. Baynes when using it asa polo pony. I have 
the advantage of having two friends here who know a 

deal more about horses than I do, and they are 
quite satisfied that is a proper reason for docking the 
animal’s tail. I am altogether in sympathy with what 
Prof. Mettam has said, and I adopt, so far as I am 
concerned, his evidence ; but Mr. Magee has one advan- 
tage over him, that he saw the pony. Not only did 


he see the pony but he saw it the very day after the 
operation was performed, and he says the operation 
could not have been performed better by himself, and 
that is paying a very highcompliment to Capt. Baynes’ 
skill. the face of that evidence I would not like to 
convict Capt. Baynes of cruelty to meagan tema both m 
colleagues oh are of the same opinion—that under all 
the circumstances this is a case no jury could convict 
Capt. Baynes of our. 

ersonally, I would like to see the anzsthetic applied. 
It isa very barbarous thing on the face of it to sear 
an animal with a red-hot iron, and I am sure if it could 
be avoided it should be done, but having regard to 
what Mr. Magee has sworn we really could not convict 
i Baynes. and therefore we dismiss the case. 

think it was a very proper case for the Society to 
bring forward. The case of course had got great eongpaa | 
owing to the unfortunate occurrence that took place, and 
I - impressed very much by what Mr. Potterton has 
said. 

Mr. Potterton : You are not deciding the question as 

to whether it is the least painful method that could be 


adopted. 

The Chairman : I think any method is painful, as far 
as I can see it would be much better if “docking ” could 
be given up altogether. I believe it is not done 
much now. 

Mr. Leonard, J.p.: It is not at all as common an oper- 
ation now as it was ten years ago. 

Mr. Potterton : This case will focus attention. 

Mr. Leonard, J.P.: If it has the result of stoppiag un- 
necessary docking so much the better. The Society 
deserves great credit. 

Mr. Potterton : I would prefer you would state a case 


The Chairman: I have taken notes in case it might 
come to that. I took full notes of the case. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax. Foot- 
Parasitic | Sheep} Swine Fever 
(including Mange. Scab. 
Period Outbreaks Animals Farcy) 
Con-| Re- | Con-| Re- |, Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out-] Out- | Slaugh- 
|firm’d|ported ported breaks| mals. breaks) mals. |breaks| mals. breaks breaks. | tered. * 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Sept.7 | 10 1l 5 56 3 3 20 37 1 29 339 
1911] 15 18 
Correspondin 6 14 35 325 
aah | pn 27 28 6 6 4 19 309 
16 7| 16 24 579 
Total for 36 weeks, 1912] 576 654 75 | 468 | 125 | 238 | 2363 | 5204] 174] 2247 | 29240 
‘ 1911} 599 749 8 | 425 | 138| 32¢ 307 | 1803 | 21123 
nage oop 1910 1027 1235] 2 | 15 | 257) 781 343 | 1019 | 9167 
1909 921 1232 1 382 | 1376 471 | 1273 | 11574 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Sept. 10, 1912. 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked: London 3. 


Outbreaks 

IRELAND. Week ended Sept.7 | ... | .. | 2 | 8 a 1 2 ll 
1911 = 1 ae 8 

Corresponding Week in 1910 2 ee 2 44 
1909 3 1 1 i 

Total for 36 weeks, 1912 3s | s | | .. 52 264 | 179 | 1485 
2| 8 50 254 g2 | 1587 
Corresponding period in 1910 ... 5 8 -_ ees 1 2 56 349 73 1707 
1909 o> 87 306 83 | 1505 


+ These figures include animals slaughtered and found affected on post-mortem examination. 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Sept. 9, 1912 


Nors.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Personal. 


Capt. LeonarD Morris F.R.C.V.S.,_ Arm 
Veterinary Corps, disclaims any connection with the 
armen calling himself “ Scones Morris” Verney, and 

real name is Harold Verney, who was convicted 
iad fined at Bridlington Police ourt, on August 17, 
for an offence under the Veterinary Surgeons Act. —The 
Bridlington Chronicle, Sept. 6. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Sept. 6. 


TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY CORPS. 


The commission of Lieut. H. P. Lewis is 
his present address being unknown. Dated Sept 
Sep t. 
F. E. Heath to be Lieut. Dated August 10. 


OBITUARY 


Mutr, m.k.c.v.s., Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
US.A. Graduated, Glas: Apri], 1875. 


Mr. Muir died on August 6th. Aged 60 years. 


Mr. Muir was born in Glasgow, July 26th, 1852, and 
came to the United States in 1885. For the past seven- 
teen years he has practised in Grand Rapids, and, at 
the time of his death, was a member of the faculty of 
the Grand Rapids Veterinary College, an active member 
of the American Veterinary Medical Association, and of 
the Michigan State Veterinary Medical Association. 
He was a man of quiet disposition, but of sterling 
character, and was liked by everyone with whom he 
came in contact.—(Extract from letter from Mr. W. H. 
Dalrymple, M.R.c.v.s.) - 


GRINTON, M.R.C.V.S., Liverpool. 
Lond: April, 1887. 


Death took place at 9 Harlech Street, Liverpool, on 
August 4th, from cardiac disease. Aged 48 years. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
CASTRATION. 


Sir, 

Mr. Parker’s method of castrating a colt seems to have 
much to recommend it. It is simple, and appears to possess 
the advantage of enabling one to drop a subject where he 
stands without him running back. It also seems as though 
a minimum of help would be needed when casting, but per- 
haps Mr. Parker will state the smallest number of hands 
necessary to put a colt down. 

One wonders what svhool Mr. F. Christopher has been 
educated in to make a statement like this: ‘‘ In the recum- 
bent position the animals in the majority of methods are 


VETERINARY EMPLOYMENT BY THE STATE. 


Dear Sir, 

In your leader of 7th Sept. on the above subject you say: 

** The Government is seriously taking up the problem of 
how best to evolve a body of veterinary specialists for the 
service of the State, and though the development of such a 
body must be « slow process, the result cannot fail to be 
beneficial to the profession and nation alike.’’ 

You do not make any reference to the nature of the 
machinery employed by the Government for dealing with 
the highly technical question of veterinary education. It 
cannot have escaped you that the committee nominated are 
all laymen. The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, the 
only body in the kingdom charged with veterinary educational 
duties, is not represented. The veterinary profession is, as 
usual ignored, brushed aside as insignificant and unworthy 
of notice, snubbed, and kept standing at the door. It will 
presently be called upon by the Board of Agriculture to 
carry out its instructions in the matter of education. 

I have been anxiously awaiting news that a special meet- 
ing of Council had been called, to consider what action 
should be taken to prevent our rights and privileges being 
exploited by men who have no knowledge of veterinary 
education, and all but une with no knowledge of veterinary 
requirements 

The President of the Committee is a lawyer by profession, 
and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Manchester. 

Sir Thomas Holderness is in the Revenue and Statistical 
branch of the India Office. 

Mr. Read is a Principal Clerk in the Colonial Office. 

Major Mac Munn isan Artillery Officer, recently appointed 
to the Remount Branch of the War Office. 

Sir Thomas Elliott is the only member of the Committee 
who knows anything of the subject, and he would probably 
not pose as an expert adviser in matters of technical 
education. 

The association of a Remount Officer of the War Office with 
this Committee, suggests that both the civil and military 
branches of the profession will shortly be ruled by the 
Board of Agriculture. The Board, in fact, will usurp 
the functions of the Royal College. 

One thing is certain, the appointment of this Committee 
marks & most serious encroachment on our rights and privi- 
leges as a professional body. As constituted, it is a grave 
insult to the profession, and unless the matter is repre- 
sented energetically, it is the thin edge of the wedge to our 
final obliteration as a self-governing body. 

Everything points to the fact that the agents of the 
Government are determined to humiliate and destroy the 
self-respect of a small profession. 

Would it be possible for University, Medical, or other 
training to be under the consideration of a Government Com- 
mittee, without the bodies in question being represented ? 

If the Royal College fails to have this most serious griev- 
ance redressed, it is the beginning of the end. Our finan- 
cial condition is not unknown to our many enemies, our 
impotence is counted upon, our friendless state is a bye-word. 

10th September. “er 
{Our correspondent apparently knows more about this 
Committee than we do, but it is possible that instead of 
making ‘‘a most serious encrcachment on our rights and 
privileges ’’ it may lead to farther recognition of our value. 
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clamped.’’ I acted as assistant and pupil in places so far| Ed 


apart as Mold, Ipswich, Dover, and Norwich, and in none 
of these practices were the colts clamped in the recumbent 
position. In one place torsion was the method, in two the 
écraseur was used, and in the fourth the hot iron. I have 
castrated colts both standing and recumbent, and have prac- 
tised three methods, but have come to the conclusion that 
for convenience the écraseur (a tried and rational one) is 
the best instrument. I fancy putting the clamps on with- 
out removing the testicles until the second day, and making 
a two days operation of a job which should only take a few 
minutes, is merely courting a prosecution for cruelty. 
To my mind nothing but rough and ready surgery 
can be practised in the standing method; «and if an 
unrevealed hernia is present disaster 1s almost bound to 
follow.— Yours G. 


ANOTHER REMEDY! 
Sir, 

This morning I wascalled in to see a pig which was 
suffering from a gastric derangement. The owner said it 
had been sick a number of times during the last two days, 
and would not eat. The neighbours suggested different 
certain cures, but I think the owner reached the limit when 
he told me he had tried the pig with a fried kipper which & 
kindly neighbour had advised. In case any practitioner 
should advise this treatment I might say that the owner 
told me the kipper must be filleted.—Yours truly, 

Country VET. 

Sept. 5th. 
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